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Metadata

These reference tables contain statistics of the fertility rate in four countries in South America since 1960. The tables also 
compare the data from the World Bank, and the United Nation’s World Population Prospects reports in 2017 and in 2019. 
The graph beside each table shows the fertility rate of that year, and the absolute change over time. The x-axis is the 
absolute change while the y-axis is the total fertility rate. Each circle represents a certain year.

All four countries here have seen dramatic decline in fertility rate. Also, for all of them, the rate of change in the fertility 
rate has declined dramatically in the 21st century. Less change is now seen by the current generation.
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Total fertility rate, Brazil, 1960-2016, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 0.18 4.182 1960
1961 0.16 4.360 1961
1962 0.12 4.509 1962
1963 0.07 4.606 1963
1964 0.01 4.643 1964
1965 -0.05 4.617 1965
1966 -0.09 4.540 1966
1967 -0.11 4.433 1967
1968 -0.13 4.312 1968
1969 -0.14 4.180 1969
1970 -0.16 4.033 1970
1971 -0.19 3.857 1971
1972 -0.23 3.646 1972
1973 -0.26 3.400 1973
1974 -0.28 3.127 1974
1975 -0.28 2.844 1975
1976 -0.26 2.573 1976
1977 -0.22 2.332 1977
1978 -0.17 2.134 1978
1979 -0.12 1.987 1979
1980 -0.07 1.892 1980
1981 -0.03 1.843 1981
1982 -0.01 1.826  
1983 0.00 1.825  
1984 0.01 1.832 1984
1985 0.00 1.837  
1986 -0.01 1.836  
1987 -0.01 1.826  
1988 -0.02 1.809  
1989 -0.03 1.782  
1990 -0.03 1.750  
1991 -0.03 1.715  
1992 -0.03 1.684  
1993 -0.02 1.660  
1994 -0.01 1.645  
1995 -0.01 1.637  
1996 0.00 1.635  
1997 0.00 1.634  
1998 0.00 1.631  
1999 -0.01 1.625  
2000 -0.01 1.617  
2001 -0.01 1.606  
2002 -0.01 1.594  
2003 -0.01 1.583  
2004 -0.01 1.575  
2005 0.00 1.570  
2006 0.01 1.572  
2007 0.01 1.581  
2008 0.02 1.596  
2009 0.02 1.616  
2010 0.02 1.639 2010
2011 0.02 1.663  
2012 0.02 1.685  
2013 0.01 1.702  
2014 0.01 1.713  
2015 0.00 1.720  
2016 0.00 1.722  
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year
(children per woman)

Brazil total fertility rate, 1960-2016

The slowdown had already started in 
1960. and fertility declined from 1965, 
falling fastest in 1974-75 and then 
gradually slowing down to a halt in 
1983-85. The fertility trends since 
1984 the fertility rate has oscillated 
within a very narrow compass. Many 
women are still sterilized, especially 
poorer women, mostly those with more 
African  ethnicity in a country that 
remains deeply socially, politically and 
economically divided.
The fertility rate in 1917 in Brazil was 
1.72. The 2019 UN projections were 
1.74 for 2015-20, falling to 1.57 in 
2045-50 and then rising to 1.69 in 
2095-2100.

Fertility fell during the dictatorships as access to the 
contraceptive pill and sterilization was made widely 
available, and TV soap operas glamorized small families. 
Brazil became the most unequal large country in the 
world. Elections were held in 1985 and the trend changed 
abruptly. Abortion is still illegal in Brazil, although one 
million take place a year, many not at all safely.

In 1960 the total fertility rate in Brazil 
was 4.2. It rose to over 4.6 in 1963-65. 
It then fell continuously, to 4.0 in 1970, 
3.0 in 1974, 2.0 in 1979 and just below 
1.6 in 2002-08. Since then it has risen 
slowly to 1.t2 in 2015-16.
From 1964 to 1985 Brazil was ruled by 
military dictatorships.
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Total fertility rate, Argentina, 1960-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 -0.01 3.109 1960
1961 -0.01 3.100
1962 -0.01 3.089
1963 -0.01 3.078
1964 -0.01 3.068
1965 -0.01 3.058
1966 0.00 3.051
1967 0.00 3.048 1967
1968 0.00 3.049
1969 0.01 3.056
1970 0.02 3.073 1970
1971 0.04 3.104 1971
1972 0.05 3.148 1972
1973 0.06 3.203 1973
1974 0.06 3.264 1974
1975 0.05 3.321 1975
1976 0.03 3.366 1976
1977 0.01 3.391 1977
1978 -0.01 3.391 1978
1979 -0.03 3.368 1979
1980 -0.05 3.325 1980
1981 -0.06 3.270 1981
1982 -0.05 3.213 1982
1983 -0.04 3.163 1983
1984 -0.03 3.123 1984
1985 -0.03 3.093 1985
1986 -0.02 3.073
1987 -0.02 3.056 1987
1988 -0.02 3.037
1989 -0.02 3.016 1989
1990 -0.03 2.989 1990
1991 -0.04 2.954 1991
1992 -0.04 2.913 1992
1993 -0.05 2.866 1993
1994 -0.05 2.815 1994
1995 -0.05 2.762 1995
1996 -0.05 2.711 1996
1997 -0.04 2.664 1997
1998 -0.04 2.623 1998
1999 -0.03 2.589 1999
2000 -0.03 2.561 2000
2001 -0.02 2.537 2001
2002 -0.02 2.516 2002
2003 -0.02 2.495
2004 -0.02 2.474
2005 -0.02 2.452
2006 -0.02 2.432 2006
2007 -0.02 2.413
2008 -0.02 2.396
2009 -0.01 2.382
2010 -0.01 2.370
2011 -0.01 2.358
2012 -0.01 2.347 2012
2013 -0.01 2.335
2014 -0.01 2.322
2015 -0.01 2.308
2016 -0.02 2.293
2017 -0.02 2.277 2017
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year
(children per woman)

Argentina total fertility rate, 1960-2017

The fertility rate in Argentina was 3.1 in 1960, rose to 3.4 by 
1977, then fell to 3.0 in 1990, 2.5 in 2003, 2.4 in 2008 and 
2.3 in 2016. The slowdown started in 1974 and the decline 
peaked in 1981. It then slowed until 1986-89 before rising to 
another peak in 1993-96. It has been falling slowly and fairly 
steadily since 2001.

In 2017, the fertility rate in Argentina was 2.28, which was 
already much below the 2017 UN estimate of 2.35 for the 
2015-2020 period which was reduced to 2.27 in the 2019 
UN report.

That projected the total fertility rate in Argentina falling to 
1.93 by 2045-50 and 1.78 by 2095-2100.
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Total fertility rate, Venezuela, 1960-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 0.021 6.616 1960
1961 0.006 6.637 1961
1962 -0.028 6.628 1962
1963 -0.067 6.581 1963
1964 -0.107 6.495 1964
1965 -0.146 6.368 1965
1966 -0.177 6.203 1966
1967 -0.196 6.014 1967
1968 -0.205 5.811 1968
1969 -0.204 5.605 1969
1970 -0.193 5.404 1970
1971 -0.176 5.219 1971
1972 -0.157 5.053 1972
1973 -0.137 4.905 1973
1974 -0.118 4.779 1974
1975 -0.103 4.670 1975
1976 -0.094 4.574 1976
1977 -0.091 4.483
1978 -0.093 4.391
1979 -0.096 4.296
1980 -0.096 4.199 1980
1981 -0.092 4.104
1982 -0.086 4.014
1983 -0.077 3.933
1984 -0.069 3.861
1985 -0.066 3.794 1985
1986 -0.065 3.730
1987 -0.067 3.665
1988 -0.071 3.597
1989 -0.075 3.524
1990 -0.077 3.448
1991 -0.078 3.370 1991
1992 -0.076 3.292
1993 -0.073 3.218
1994 -0.068 3.147
1995 -0.063 3.082 1995
1996 -0.057 3.022
1997 -0.053 2.967
1998 -0.050 2.915
1999 -0.047 2.867
2000 -0.044 2.822 2000
2001 -0.042 2.779
2002 -0.039 2.739
2003 -0.037 2.701
2004 -0.036 2.664
2005 -0.035 2.629 2005
2006 -0.034 2.595
2007 -0.033 2.562
2008 -0.031 2.530
2009 -0.029 2.500
2010 -0.028 2.472 2010
2011 -0.028 2.444
2012 -0.027 2.417
2013 -0.025 2.391
2014 -0.025 2.366
2015 -0.025 2.341
2016 -0.024 2.317
2017 -0.023 2.294 2017
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year (children per woman)

Venezuela total fertility rate, 1960-2017

In 1960 the total fertility rate in Venezuela was 
6.6, since when it has declined dramatically. It 
fell to 6.0 in 1967, 5.0 in 1972, 4.0 in 1982, 3.0 
in 1997, 2.5 in 2009 and 2.3 in 1917.

The decline accelerated rapidly to a peak in 
1968, which slowed fairly quickly until 1976. 
The rate of fall oscillated between 1976 and 
1991. Since then it has continued to fall fast, 
but each year not quite as fast as the year 
before.

In 2017, the fertility rate in Venezuela was 
2.29. This rate was already much below the 
2017 UN estimate of 2.4 for the 2015-2020 
period which was reduced to 2.28 in the 2019 
UN report.

The UN now projects that the total fertility rate 
will fall to 1.85 by 2045-50 and 1.74 by 2095-
2100.
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Total fertility rate, Peru, 1960-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 -0.001 6.971 1960
1961 -0.004 6.970
1962 -0.011 6.963 1962
1963 -0.021 6.948 1963
1964 -0.035 6.921 1964
1965 -0.053 6.878 1965
1966 -0.073 6.816 1966
1967 -0.093 6.733 1967
1968 -0.112 6.630 1968
1969 -0.126 6.510 1969
1970 -0.136 6.378 1970
1971 -0.140 6.239 1971
1972 -0.138 6.099
1973 -0.134 5.963
1974 -0.129 5.832
1975 -0.127 5.705 1975
1976 -0.129 5.578
1977 -0.134 5.447
1978 -0.140 5.310
1979 -0.145 5.167
1980 -0.146 5.021 1980
1981 -0.144 4.875
1982 -0.138 4.733
1983 -0.129 4.600
1984 -0.121 4.475
1985 -0.113 4.358
1986 -0.108 4.249
1987 -0.106 4.142
1988 -0.105 4.037 1988
1989 -0.105 3.933
1990 -0.106 3.828
1991 -0.106 3.722 1991
1992 -0.104 3.617
1993 -0.102 3.514
1994 -0.098 3.413
1995 -0.093 3.317 1995
1996 -0.088 3.226
1997 -0.081 3.142
1998 -0.075 3.064
1999 -0.068 2.993
2000 -0.061 2.929 2000
2001 -0.055 2.871
2002 -0.051 2.818
2003 -0.047 2.770
2004 -0.043 2.725
2005 -0.039 2.684 2005
2006 -0.034 2.648
2007 -0.030 2.616
2008 -0.025 2.589
2009 -0.022 2.566
2010 -0.021 2.545
2011 -0.021 2.525 2011
2012 -0.022 2.504
2013 -0.024 2.481
2014 -0.026 2.456
2015 -0.028 2.429
2016 -0.029 2.400
2017 -0.030 2.370 2017
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year (children per woman)

Peru total fertility rate, 1960-2017

In 1960 the total fertility rate in Peru was 7.0, falling to 6 
in 1973, 5.0 in 1980, 4.0 in 1988, 3.0 in 1999, 2.5 in 
2012 and 2.4 children per woman aged 15 to 44 in 
2017.

The rate of decline peaked in 1971 and again and 
slightly higher in 1980. Between 1980 and 2011 the 
decline has decelerated except for 1987-1991 when the 
fall each year stayed the same. But since 2011 the fall 
in fertility rate has accelerated again.

In 2017, the fertility rate in Peru was 2.4, already below 
the 2017 UN estimate of 2.5 for the 2015-2020 period, 
which was reduced to 2.27 in the 2019 UN report.

The UN then projected that the total fertility rate in Peru 
would fall to 1.82 by 2045-50 and 1.72 by 2095-2100.


